Philosophy Paper
By: Megan Teresi
	The teaching field is always where I have felt I belong. I wish to share my passion for learning with my students and have them develop their own love for learning. Passion breeds passion. That is, my passion for teaching and the students as individuals will inherently cause students to develop a passion for learning and the content. I believe that if I can teach by gaining student interest and developing lessons that reach out to their lives then I can truly be successful in captivating students. The following paragraphs outline my philosophy of teaching based on the INTASC Standards. 
In planning for instruction, it is vital to know the area of the school and whom my learners are in order to help create a curriculum that has rigor, yet is still obtainable. Careful and thoughtful planning allows for each student to be reached and able to succeed through differentiation. For example, while creating a lesson that crosses mathematics and science, it is essential to have extensions for the students who need the challenge as well as modifications for students who need the extra assistance. I show my passion while planning and instruction in each of the areas that I teach because in turn my students will inherently develop a love for learning through passionate and well-planned instruction.
Building an environment conductive to learning and growing requires cooperation between the students through hands-on and inquiry-based strategies. By using these strategies, students can construct and develop their own understanding that allows them to deepen their understanding. In addition, it is important for students to share their ideas to other peers in the class through pairing and whole group discussions that supports students in their thinking. It is also vital to include probing questions in order to develop a student’s metacognition. When students understand their own thinking, they can then develop an understanding of what strategies mean and how to apply them to different and real life situations.
Strengthening learning environments requires a classroom that develops students’ independence and motivation through choice and deliberate positive social interactions. I demonstrate this by creating positive and collaborative relationships with my fellow teachers, parents, and paraprofessionals. This relationships model collaboration, cooperation, and teamwork that allow students to create relationships that help them grow and extend their learning. In addition, it is essential for classrooms to have literacy and growth activities that help students develop and construct their own learning that they show passion in.
As an educator and a role model, it is important to be a good example and display integrity in every aspect of my life. Positive relationships with everyone I interact with allows me to set a positive and important example for my students, their families, and the community. Additionally, my hope as a teacher is to spread my passion for learning to all of my students. Being a life long learner helps me to develop the necessary skills to teach in an ever-developing classroom and display the continual learning that the students will experience throughout their lives. 
Collaboration is one of the most important aspects of being a teacher. I believe learning from my students, their families, my colleagues, and other professionals will help me to develop an understanding for the community and my students. By reaching out into the community and involving myself through volunteering, workshops, and professional development times, I will be best able to create an atmosphere that ensures learner growth within myself, which in term helps the growth of my students. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In conclusion, in teaching I will use collaborative work, student-centered learning, and a classroom environment that allows students to feel comfortable to make mistakes and learn as a class. Through this, my goal is to create an environment that make students want to learn and excited to learn together. 
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